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WP:NOT - What Wikipedia is Not 

 

Wikipedia is an encyclopedia--so says Pillar #1 of the 5 Pillars. But what exactly does that 

mean? The key definition here is primarily given in a negative sense--by what it is NOT.  

 

The policy page WP:NOT is probably the most useful policy page on Wikipedia. Many of the 

problematic edits and content on Wikipedia are, in some way or another, using Wikipedia to do 

something other than be an encyclopedia.  Thus, WP:NOT is both your best guide in 

considering what should be on Wikipedia and your most powerful ally in justifying bold edits 

(particularly in deleting content -- see document on deleting content).  

 

This handout will discuss some ways in which you might need and use WP:NOT, as well as 

provide a few examples.  

Policy Pages 

WP:What Wikipedia is not  

Major Issues 

1) Types of WP:NOT problems 

 

Instructional -- When an article becomes instructional or a guidebook  

 

Example: Havanese Dog (Before) - This  article about a dog breed quickly became a pet 

care guide as one section started going into depth about how to groom and take care of 

them.  
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https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wikipedia:What_Wikipedia_is_not
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After student edits: This “Care” section was retitled as a grooming section, however that still 

does not address the larger issue at play here -- that Wikipedia is NOT a pet care guide and that 

this content should have been removed from the page rather than rebranded.  

 

TMI -- Too much information that is specific to a particular group or interest.  

 

WP:NOT is also designed to prevent unnecessary information on Wikipedia. You can 

think of these as violations of WP:NOT and cite it in addressing these.  

 

In the Rowing article example below, there was too much information regarding the 

specific types of rowing that detracted from the article and made it hard to follow. In the 

“Way Before” link, you will see TMI in the “Venetian Rowing” section. 

 

Example: Rowing -- Way Before + Before + After 
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COI/PROMO  

The issue with conflicts of interest is that they are often promotional and alre  

 

Example: Yahoo! Mail (Before), remove all pricing and promo features, like storage 

capacity here, should be removed if presented in this context. 

 

The following section clearly violates WP:NOT and could also be seen as WP:PROMO. 

An article over topics such as these should not include pricing and storage information. 

This type of information could easily become promotional as the article is trying to give 

information that might lead to future sales. PROMO content is not necessary in an article 

over the topic of the organization/service as a whole, and WP tells us it should be 

removed. 

 

 

 
 

2) Addressing WP:NOT issues 

 
 

Addressing minor WP:NOT problems is often easy: you just make the change and, ideally, put 

[[WP:NOT]]  as part of your justification in the edit summaries.  

 

However, more significant WP:NOT issues need to be broached to the community via the talk 

page, particularly if you make a major deletion (see Deleting content document) or if there are 

questions about whether or not a deletion is appropriate. 

 

Example: Centaur (Before + After) Here, an extensive table was added to the article that would 

be TMI or fancruft as it targets fans of particular centaurs. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Yahoo%21_Mail&oldid=767524744
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Centaur&oldid=886165457
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The student removed the table from the page entirely. They created a sandbox to place it in as 

a courtesy and linked that in the talk page in case the original creator of the table wanted to 

retrieve it (since it was evident that building the table took a lot of work). 

 

 
 

 

 

Example: Jake the Dog Before + After + Talk Page 

 
Here, the student deleted the red bracketed sections below aiming to remove content that was 
OR (“original thought” on WP: NOT page), but did not create a good talk page post or edit 
summaries on the history page to explain their edits. As you can see on the Talk Page, this led 
to a misunderstanding with another editor that was unproductive overall. 
 

https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Jake_the_Dog&oldid=1075289849
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Jake_the_Dog&oldid=1078460767
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Talk:Jake_the_Dog#UPCOMING_CHANGES


 
 

Bottom line is that following up your edits with solid explanations is essential for working on 
Wiki. 
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