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Sam: 

If you could pass along only one story about literacy, what would it be? 
 

Dr. Selfe: 

[Pauses and balks] Hmm... well you know, Sam, I don't think there is one 

story about doing literacy. I think that there are... Everybody has multiple stories. I 

think I must have four different narratives in the DALN: one about the songs my 

mother used to sing to me; one about, you know, learning to read and write; and 

one about the ukulele today. You know, there are so many different stories I guess 

I'd encourage people to think in multiples rather than in ones because every story 

is really cool and sheds light on that infinite variety of human understandings, and 

values, and activities 

that we term "literacy" at this point in time, in this culture, in this environment. 
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